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In September 2007, the Board for Nursing in collaboration with the Department of Health (DOH) mailed guidelines to all New York State health care facilities on the role of LPNs in blood component administration.   I have attached those materials for your review.  They are also included on our website at www.op.nysed.gov/nurse-rnlpnissues.htm     Our policy permits each health care facility to independently determine if and to what extent LPNs will be used for this procedure.    Those choosing to permit LPNs to participate in any phase of blood component administration are required to develop a training program that includes didactic instruction (based on a State Education Department [SED] and Department of Health [DOH] course outline), supervised clinical experiences that incorporate each phase of the transfusion process for each of the types of components for which  LPNs will be authorized to administer, and clinical competency validation. Following completion of didactic instruction and supervised clinical experiences, each LPN must undergo clinical competency validation. This process includes direct observation of successful blood component administration tasks for each of the types of components for which the LPN will be authorized to administer, using the particular equipment employed at the institution. 

Given this requirement and the possible degree of variation among health care facilities related to this task, the State Board for Nursing has taken the following position regarding administration of blood components by students in registered practical nursing programs.  

Should Practical Nursing Programs choose to elect to have their students engage in this skill, the program must:

· Develop a curriculum based on the SED/DOH recommended course outline which students must complete, and

· Determine clinical competency in the school’s clinical lab prior to application at the clinical affiliation site.

Additionally, faculty and students must complete a hospital specific course that describes the role of LPNs in blood administration at the specific facility where patient care will be provided. 

I hope this clarification is helpful. If you have questions or need additional information, please contact the New York State Board for Nursing by phone 518-474-3817 ext. 120, or by e-mail nursebd@mail.nysed.gov.

